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Gender and Sexuality in the 
Time Period

by Zach Elton

“The world is changing. A woman can be an 
actress, a playwright, a poet, a libertine, a spy.” 

��1HOO�*Z\QQH��2U,

:LWK�WKHVH�ZRUGV��1HOO�*Z\QQH�H[FLWHGO\�
UHȵHFWV�RQ�WKH�FKDQJLQJ�WLPHV��&KDUOHV�ΖΖ�KDV�
MXVW�EHHQ�FURZQHG�.LQJ�RI�(QJODQG��DQG�VKH�LV�
RSWLPLVWLF�DERXW�KHU�SURVSHFWV�DV�DQ�DFWUHVV�
DQG�D�ZRPDQ�LQ�WKLV�QHZ�DJH��ΖQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�
WKH�VWULFW�3XULWLDQ�UXOHV�RI�WKH�GHFDGH�EHIRUH��
WKH�5HVWRUDWLRQ�XQGHU�WKH�UXOH�RI�&KDUOHV�ΖΖ�
VDZ�DQ�H[SORVLYH�PRYHPHQW�RI�VH[XDOLW\�DQG�
JHQGHU�H[SUHVVLRQ��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�WKH�WKHDWHU��
)RU�RQH�RI�WKH�ȴUVW�WLPHV�LQ�(QJODQG��ZRPHQ�
ZHUH�DOORZHG�WR�ZULWH�SOD\V�DQG�SHUIRUP�RQ�
VWDJH��$SKUD�%HKQ��Or,ȇV�SURWDJRQLVW��ZDV�RQH�
RI�WKH�ȴUVW�ZRPHQ�SOD\ZULJKWV�DQG�ZDV�WKH�
ȴUVW�WR�HDUQ�KHU�OLYLQJ�DV�RQH��

7KHUH�ZDV�D�FHUWDLQ�GXDOLW\�WKDW�FDPH�DORQJ�
ZLWK�ZRPHQ�JDLQLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�WR�ZULWH�SOD\V�
DQG�SHUIRUP�RQ�VWDJH��2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG��LW�
PHDQW�SOD\ZULJKWV�VXFK�DV�$SKUD�%HKQ�FRXOG�
JLYH�PRUH�DJHQF\�WR�KHU�IHPDOH�FKDUDFWHUV��
ΖQ�IDFW��VKH�ZRXOG�RIWHQ�FUHDWH�VWURQJ�IHPDOH�

OHDGV�ZKR�ZHUH�XQDIUDLG�WR�KDYH�WKHLU�YRLFHV�
KHDUG��7KHVH�FKDUDFWHUV�ZHUH�LQWHOOHFWXDOO\�
HTXDO�WR�WKHLU�PDOH�FRXQWHUSDUWV��DQG�
GLG�QRW�EDFN�GRZQ�IURP�TXDUUHOLQJ�ZLWK�
WKHP��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��PDOH�SOD\ZULJKWV�
EHJDQ�LQFRUSRUDWLQJ�PRUH�VFHQHV�RI�VH[XDO�
KDUDVVPHQW�DQG�VH[XDO�YLROHQFH�LQWR�WKHLU�
ZRUNV��:KLOH�VFKRODUV�WRGD\�FRQGHPQ�WKHVH�
VFHQHV�IRU�WKHLU�YLROHQFH�DJDLQVW�ZRPHQ��WKH�
PDOH�DXGLHQFH�GXULQJ�WKH�WLPH�IRXQG�WKHVH�
VFHQHV�WLWLOODWLQJ��7KHVH�VHTXHQFHV�RIWHQ�GLG�
QRW�IXUWKHU�WKH�SORW��LQVWHDG�WKH\�ZHUH�XVHG�DV�
D�ZD\�WR�HQWLFH�WKH�DXGLHQFH�DQG�FRPPHQW�RQ�
WKH�VH[XDO�KDSSHQLQJV�LQ�&KDUOHV�ΖΖȇV�FRXUW��

.LQJ�&KDUOHV�ΖΖȇV�VH[XDO�HVFDSDGHV�ZHUH�ZHOO�
NQRZQ�WKURXJKRXW�(QJODQG��7KH�VHGXFWLRQV�
DQG�LQȴGHOLWHV�WKDW�KDSSHQHG�DPRQJ�WKH�
PHPEHUV�RI�&KDUOHVȇV�FRXUW�ZDV�FRPPRQ�
NQRZOHGJH��DV�ZHUH�KLV�DDLUV�ZLWK�ZRPHQ�
VXFK�DV�%DUEDUD�9LOOLHUV�DQG�1HOO�*Z\QQH��
5HVWRUDWLRQ�FRPHGLHV�GLG�QRW�VK\�DZD\�IURP�
VDWLUL]LQJ�KLV�VH[�OLIH��7KH�FRPHGLHV�ZHUH�IXOO�RI�
MRNHV�DERXW�LPSRWHQFH��RYHUO\�VH[XDO�PHQ��DQG�
VH[XDOO\�IUXVWUDWHG�ZLYHV��

the coUrt of king chArles ii.
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7KH�UDNH�ZDV�D�VWRFN�FKDUDFWHU�ZKR�V\PEROL]HG�
RYHUO\�VH[XDO�PHQ��RIWHQ�IURP�WKH�XSSHU�FODVV��
LQ�WKHVH�SOD\V��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�'LDQH�0D\EDQN�LQ�
Ȋ$Q�ΖQWURGXFWLRQ�WR�5HVWRUDWLRQ�&RPHG\�ȋ�WKH�
UDNH�ZDV�ȊVHGXFWLYH��ZLWW\�DQG�DUURJDQW��KH�
UHSUHVHQWHG�D�ȵDWWHULQJ�W\SH�RI�PDOH�SURZHVV�
DQG�GULYH��PXFK�DGPLUHG�LQ�FRXUW�FLUFOHV�ȋ�+H�
ZDV�D�FKDUDFWHU�ZKR�ZDV�VH[XDOO\�H[SOLFLW�DQG�
EDZG\��7KURXJK�KLP��WKH�SOD\ZULJKW�FRXOG�
GLVFXVV�DQG�H[SORUH�VH[XDOLW\�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�
ODUJHO\�ZDVQ
W�WDONHG�DERXW�LQ�HYHU\GD\�OLIH��DW�
OHDVW�QRW�LQ�WKH�ORZHU�DQG�PLGGOH�FODVVHV��

$QRWKHU�FRPPRQ�WURSH�LQ�5HVWRUDWLRQ�
FRPHGLHV�ZDV�WKH�ȊJD\�FRXSOH�ȋ�7KLV�ZDV�D�
PDQ�DQG�D�ZRPDQ�ZKR�ZHUH�HTXDOO\�ZLWW\�DQG�
LQGHSHQGHQW��7KH\�VSHQW�WKHLU�WLPH�WHDVLQJ�
WKHLU�SDUWQHU�WR�VHH�LI�WKH\�ZHUH�D�YLDEOH�
FDQGLGDWH�WR�PDUU\��7KH�PDQ�ZDV�XVXDOO\�
KHDGVWURQJ�DQG�VHGXFWLYH��ZKLOH�WKH�ZRPDQ�
ZDV�ȵLUWDWLRXV�DQG�LQGHSHQGHQW��7KH�ZRPHQ�LQ�
WKHVH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�KDG�HTXDO��LI�QRW�VXSHULRU��
ZLW�WR�WKHLU�PDOH�FRXQWHUSDUWV��DQG��DW�OHDVW�RQ�
VWDJH��WKH\�KDG�WKH�IUHHGRP�WR�RXWVKLQH�WKHLU�
SDUWQHU��7KH\�FRXOG�H[SUHVV�WKHLU�LQWHOOLJHQFH��
DQG�VH[XDO�IUHHGRP�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�SOD\��EXW�
WKH\�DOVR�DOZD\V�HQGHG�XS�PDUULHG�E\�WKH�
HQG��7KRXJK�WKH�SOD\ZULJKWV�FRXOG�SUREH�DQG�
GLVFXVV�D�ZRPDQ
V�SODFH�LQ�VRFLHW\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
FRQȴQHV�RI�WKH�SOD\��WKH\�DOVR�KDG�WR�UHVROYH�
WKHLU�SORWV�LQ�PDUULDJH�WR�EROVWHU�WKH�VRFLDO�
QRUPV�DQG�UHDVVHUW�WKH�SDWULDUFK\��

7KLV�SHULRG�LQWURGXFHG�WKH�WURSH�RI�ȊWURXVHU�
UROHV�ȋ�DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�ȊEUHHFKHV�UROHV�ȋ�7KHVH�
SDUWV�ZHUH�ZULWWHQ�DV�WKH�PDOH�KHUR�RI�WKH�
VKRZ��EXW�WKH�SDUW�ZDV�SHUIRUPHG�E\�D�ZRPDQ��
LI�D�WURXVHU�UROH�ZHUH�LQ�DQ�RSHUD��WKH�ZRPDQ�
ZRXOG�EH�D�VRSUDQR��%HFDXVH�WKH�IHPDOH�
SHUIRUPHUV�ZHUH�LQ�SDQWV��WKHVH�UROHV�ZHUH�
VHHQ�DV�KLJKO\�HURWLF��WKLV�LV�PDLQO\�GXH�WR�WKH�
ZRPHQȇV�H[SRVHG�OHJV�DQG�VOLJKWO\�UHYHDOLQJ�
VKLUW��1HOO�FRPPHQWV�LQ�Or��RQ�KRZ�WKH�PDOH�
DXGLHQFH�PHPEHUV�DUH�REVHVVHG�ZLWK�ORRNLQJ�
DW�KHU�ERG\��VD\LQJ��Ȋ7KH\�ORYH�PH�LQ�WKH�
EUHHFKHV�SDUWV�VR�WKH\�FDQ�DOO�ORRN�DW�P\�OHJV�ȋ
 
7KHUH�DUH�SULPDULO\�WZR�W\SHV�RI�WURXVHU�UROHV��
7KH�ȴUVW�W\SH�LV�D�IHPDOH�DFWRU�ZKR�SOD\V�D�
PDOH�FKDUDFWHU�IRU�WKH�HQWLUH�SHUIRUPDQFH��
ΖQ�WKLV�W\SH�RI�UROH��WKH�DXGLHQFH�LV�VXSSRVHG�
WR�IDOO�XQGHU�WKH�LOOXVLRQ�WKDW�WKLV�LV�D�
PDQ��DQG�WKH�WUXH�JHQGHU�RI�WKH�DFWUHVV�LV�
QHYHU�UHYHDOHG�GXULQJ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�
SHUIRUPDQFH��7KH�VHFRQG�W\SH�RI�WURXVHU�UROH�
LV�D�IHPDOH�DFWRU�SOD\LQJ�D�IHPDOH�FKDUDFWHU�
ZKR��GXULQJ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�WKH�VKRZ��WDNHV�RQ�
WKH�SHUVRQD�RI�D�PDQ��%\�WKH�HQG��WKRXJK��

LW�LV�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�LV�IHPDOH��ΖQ�
ERWK�FDVHV��WKH�DXGLHQFH�NQRZV�WKDW�WKH�WUXH�
JHQGHU�RI�WKH�DFWUHVV�LV�IHPDOH��KRZHYHU��
ZKHQ�ZHDULQJ�D�PDQȇV�GLVJXLVH��WKH�ZRPHQ�
ZHUH�DEOH�WR�DGRSW�WKH�SULYLOHJH��SRZHU��DQG�
LQȵXHQFH�RI�D�PDOH�FKDUDFWHU�

7KHVH�UROHV�ZHUH�QRW�DFFHSWHG�E\�HYHU\RQH��
3XULWDQV�FRQGHPQHG�WKH�UROHV�IRU�SURPRWLQJ�
VH[XDO�LPPRUDOLW\�EHFDXVH�WKH�PHQ�LQ�WKH�
DXGLHQFH�FRXOG�VHH�D�ZRPDQȇV�OHJ��7KH�
UROHV�ZHUH�DOVR�FRQGHPQHG�IRU�SURPRWLQJ�
KRPRVH[XDOLW\�EHFDXVH�PDQ\�RI�WKH�
WURXVHU�UROHV�FKDUDFWHUV�KDG�\RXQJ�IHPDOH�
ORYH�LQWHUHVWV��ΖQ�DGGLWLRQ��EHFDXVH�WKHVH�
ZRPHQ�ZHUH�ZLHOGLQJ�WKH�SRZHU�RI�PHQ��
VRPH�FULWLFV�RI�WKH�WLPH�WKRXJKW�LW�JDYH�
ZRPHQ�DQ�XQUHDOLVWLF�DQG�LPPRUDO�LGHD�RI�D�
ZRPDQȇV�SODFH�LQ�VRFLHW\ȃZKLFK�DW�WKH�WLPH�
ZDV�FRPSOHWHO\�VXEPLVVLYH�WR�WKHLU�PDOH�
FRXQWHUSDUWV��7KRXJK�ZRPHQ�FRXOG�H[SUHVV�
WKHLU�IUHHGRP�DQG�ZLW�RQ�VWDJH��ZKHQ�WKH�SOD\�
HQGHG��WKH\�KDG�WR�DVVXPH�WKHLU�VXEPLVVLYH�
SODFH�LQ�WKH�SDWULDUFK\�RQFH�PRUH��

7KRXJK�WKHUH�ZDV�DQ�H[SORVLYH�PRYHPHQW�
RI�JHQGHU�DQG�VH[XDO�H[SUHVVLRQ�GXULQJ�WKH�
5HVWRUDWLRQ��LW�ZRXOG�EH�D�IHZ�KXQGUHG�\HDUV�
EHIRUH�WKH�ȴJKW�IRU�HTXDOLW\�UHDOO\�EHJDQ��
+RZHYHU��ZRPHQ�LQ�WKLV�WLPH�SHULRG��VXFK�DV�
$SKUD�%HKQ�DQG�1HOO�*Z\QQH��SDYHG�WKH�ZD\�
IRU�IXWXUH�SOD\ZULJKWV��DFWUHVVHV��DQG�ZRPHQ�
WR�ȴJKW�IRU�WKHLU�ULJKWV�

A womAn prepAres for A breeches role.


