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Restoration Comedy in 
Opposition to Puritanism

by Zach Elton
“I have greater ambitions…greater even than to 
be queen. I will have undying honor. I will know 

a godlike eternal fame. I will be a playwright....I’ll 
earn my bread or go hungry.” 

- Aphra Behn,�2U�

'XULQJ�WKH�ΖQWHUUHJQXP��������������RU�WKH�
WLPH�LQ�EHWZHHQ�.LQJ�&KDUOHV�ΖȇV�DQG�.LQJ�
&KDUOHV�ΖΖȇV�UHLJQV��2OLYHU�&URPZHOO�DQG�WKH�
3XULWDQV�KDG�ȴUP�FRQWURO�RYHU�WKH�%ULWLVK�
JRYHUQPHQW��:LWK�WKHLU�SRZHU��WKH\�EDQQHG�
HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�ZDV�FRQVLGHUHG�ODYLVK��
H[FHVVLYH��RU�VLQIXO��7KH�WKHDWHUV�ZHUH�RQH�
RI�WKH�ȴUVW�SODFHV�&URPZHOO�FORVHG�GRZQ��
+RZHYHU��ZKHQ�&KDUOHV�ΖΖ�DVFHQGHG�WR�SRZHU��
KH�UHRSHQHG�WKH�WKHDWHUV�ZLWKLQ�WKUHH�PRQWKV�
DQG�JDYH�7KRPDV�.LOOLJUHZ�DQG�:LOOLDP�
'DYHQDQW�H[FOXVLYH�ULJKWV�WR�HVWDEOLVK�WZR�
WKHDWHUV�LQ�KLV�QDPH��7KH\�FUHDWHG�WKH�7KHDWUH�
5R\DO�DW�'UXU\�/DQH�DQG�WKH�'RUVHW�*DUGHQ�
7KHDWUH�ZKHUH�PDQ\�RI�WKH�EHVW�5HVWRUDWLRQ�
FRPHGLHV�ZHUH�VRRQ�SURGXFHG��

5HVWRUDWLRQ�FRPHG\�LV�D�JHQUH�RI�SOD\V�WKDW�
ZHUH�ZULWWHQ�LQ�(QJODQG�IURP������������
SULPDULO\�XQGHU�WKH�UXOH�RI�.LQJ�&KDUOHV�ΖΖ�
DQG�.LQJ�-DPHV�ΖΖ��:KLOH�DV�PDQ\�DV�����
5HVWRUDWLRQ�FRPHGLHV�H[LVW�WRGD\��YHU\�IHZ�
DUH�VWLOO�SHUIRUPHG��KRZHYHU��WKHUH�DUH�VRPH�
WKDW�DUH�VWLOO�UHJXODUO\�VWXGLHG�DQG�SURGXFHG�
E\�WKHDWHUV��VXFK�DV�The Way of the World E\�
:LOOLDP�&RQJUHYH��The Country Wife E\�:LOOLDP�
:\FKHUOH\��DQG�The Rover�E\�$SKUD�%HKQȃWKH�
SURWDJRQLVW�RI�Or,. 

7KHUH�DUH�D�IHZ�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�WKDW�GHȴQH�
5HVWRUDWLRQ�FRPHG\��)LUVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW��
5HVWRUDWLRQ�FRPHGLHV�ZHUH�NQRZQ�WR�EH�
EDZG\�DQG�LPPRUDO��ΖQ�D�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�
3XULWDQVȇ�VWULFW�UXOHV�IURP�WKH�SUHYLRXV�GHFDGH��
WKHVH�SOD\V�HPSKDVL]HG�VH[XDOLW\�DQG�JHQGHU�
H[SUHVVLRQ��%HIRUH�WKH�5HVWRUDWLRQ��IHPDOH�UROHV�
ZHUH�XVXDOO\�SOD\HG�E\�DGROHVFHQW�ER\V�GUHVVHG�
XS�DV�ZRPHQ��$OWKRXJK�ZRPHQ�KDG�EHHQ�
DOORZHG�RQ�VWDJH�LQ�)UDQFH�DQG�ΖWDO\�IRU�PDQ\�
\HDUV��WKH\�KDG�QHYHU�EHHQ�DOORZHG�WR�SHUIRUP�
RQ�SXEOLF�VWDJHV�LQ�(QJODQG��1RZ��IRU�WKH�ȴUVW�
WLPH��ZRPHQ�ZHUH�SOD\LQJ�IHPDOH�UROHV��1HOO�
*Z\QQHȃZKR�LV�SRUWUD\HG�LQ�Or,ȃZDV�RQH�RI�
WKH�ȴUVW�DFFODLPHG�(QJOLVK�DFWUHVVHV�� the dorset gArden theAtre.

$�VHFRQG�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�RI�5HVWRUDWLRQ�
FRPHGLHV�ZDV�WKDW�WKHVH�SOD\V�FRPELQHG�
ORZEURZ�KXPRU��VXFK�DV�IDUFH�DQG�EXUOHVTXH��
ZLWK�LPSHFFDEOH�ZLW��ZKLFK�ZDV�FRQVLGHUHG�
KLJKEURZ�KXPRU��ΖQ�KHU�DUWLFOH�Ȋ$Q�ΖQWURGXFWLRQ�
WR�5HVWRUDWLRQ�&RPHG\�ȋ�'LDQH�0D\EDQN�
FODLPV��ȊΖQ�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��ZLW�PHDQW�PRUH�
WKDQ�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�PDNH�SHRSOH�ODXJK��:LW�ZDV�
JRYHUQHG�E\�D�VHULRXV�SOD\IXOQHVV�ZLWK�ZRUGV�
DQG�LGHDV��ZKHUH�ODQJXDJH�ZDV�XVHG�LQ�DQ�
LQWHOOHFWXDOO\�VWLPXODWLQJ�DQG�VXUSULVLQJ�ZD\��
6XFK�ODQJXDJH�ZDV�HOHJDQW��VWUXFWXUHG��DQG�
VXEWOH��7KH�VW\OH�LQ�ZKLFK�DQ�RULJLQDO�WKRXJKW�
ZDV�H[SUHVVHG�ZDV�DV�ZRUWK\�RI�DWWHQWLRQ�DV�
WKH�LGHD�LWVHOI��3OD\ZULJKWV�ZRXOG�VDFULȴFH�SDFH�
WR�DOORZ�WLPH�IRU�GLVSOD\V�RI�ZLW�EHWZHHQ�ULYDOV�
DLPLQJ�WR�FXW�HDFK�RWKHU�GRZQ�WR�VL]H��RU��PRUH�
SRSXODU�VWLOO��IRU�WKH�VSDUULQJ��ȵLUWDWLRXV�ZLW�
EHWZHHQ�ZRXOG�EH�ORYHUV�ȋ�7KHVH�FKDUDFWHUV�
ZRXOG�HPSOR\�OLWHUDU\�GHYLFHV�VXFK�DV�SXQV��
DQWLWKHVLV��UHSDUWHH��LURQ\��FRQFHLW��DQG�GRXEOH�
entendre to trip up the other character and 
SURYH�WKHLU�VXSHULRULW\�
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'XH�WR�WKH�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�ORZ��DQG�KLJK�EURZ�
KXPRU��WKH�GHPRJUDSKLFV�RI�WKH�DXGLHQFH�
EHJDQ�WR�VKLIW�DV�ZHOO�GXULQJ�&KDUOHV�ΖΖȇV�UHLJQ��
0RUH�SHRSOH�IURP�WKH�PLGGOH�DQG�ORZHU�
FODVVHV�EHJDQ�WR�EX\�WLFNHWV�WR�WKH�WKHDWHU��
OHDGLQJ�WR�D�SULFH�JDS�EHWZHHQ�GL΍HUHQW�
VHDWLQJ�DUHDV��7KH�DULVWRFUDWV�ZRXOG�SULPDULO\�
VLW�LQ�WKH�ER[�VHDWV�DQG�KLJKHU�URZV�RI�WKH�
WKHDWHU��ZKLOH�WKH�ORZHU�FODVVHV�ZRXOG�VLW�RQ�
WKH�JURXQG�OHYHO��0DQ\�DFWRUV�OLNHG�WKLV�GLYLVLRQ�
EHFDXVH�WKH\�FRXOG�SOD\�WR�GL΍HUHQW�DUHDV�RI�
WKH�KRXVH�DW�GL΍HUHQW�PRPHQWV��7KHUH�ZHUH�
QR�LOOXVLRQV�RI�WKH�IRXUWK�ZDOO��VR�DFWRUV�KDG�WKH�
IUHHGRP�WR�WDON�GLUHFWO\�WR�WKH�DXGLHQFH��:KHQ�
DQ�DFWRU�ZDV�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�D�EDWWOH�RI�ZLWV��
WKH\�PD\�KDYH�SOD\HG�WR�WKH�DULVWRFUDWV�LQ�WKH�
ER[HV��ZKHQ�WKH�VDPH�DFWRU�KDG�D�EDZG\�OLQH�
RU�ZDV�LQ�D�IDUFLFDO�VLWXDWLRQ��WKH\�PD\�KDYH�
SOD\HG�WR�WKH�ORZHU�FODVVHV�RQ�WKH�JURXQG��

7KH�FRPHG\�RI�PDQQHUV�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�
SRSXODU�VXEJHQUHV�RI�5HVWRUDWLRQ�FRPHGLHV��
7KHVH�SOD\V�ZHUH�VDWLUHV�RI�WKH�XSSHU�FODVVȇV�
PDQQHUV�DQG�EHKDYLRUV��7KH�WRQH�RI�WKHVH�SOD\V�
ZHUH�F\QLFDO��FRQGHPQLQJ��DQG�KLJKO\�VH[XDOO\��
7KH�KLJK�FODVV�FKDUDFWHUV�ZHUH�RIWHQ�GULYHQ�E\�
HLWKHU�OXVW�RU�JUHHG��DQG�PDQ\�RI�WKH�SORWV�ZHUH�
H[WUHPHO\�LQWULFDWH��OHDGLQJ�WR�DQ�DWPRVSKHUH�
RI�GHFHLW�DQG�PRUDO�FRQIXVLRQ��:KLOH�3XULWDQV�
VWLOO�VWD\HG�DZD\�IURP�WKH�WKHDWHU��3XULWDQ�
FKDUDFWHUV�ZHUH�D�VWDSOH�LQ�WKHVH�FRPHGLHV��
7KH\�ZRXOG�RIWHQ�EH�SRUWUD\HG�DV�WKH�
K\SRFULWLFDO�YLOODLQV�RI�WKH�VKRZ��:KLOH�RSHUDWLQJ�
ZLWKLQ�WKH�VWDWXV�TXR��WKH�SOD\ZULJKWV�DFWLYHO\�

PDGH�D�VRFLDO�FRPPHQWDU\�RQ�FODVV��UHOLJLRQ��
DQG�JHQGHU�LQHTXDOLW\�

%\�WKH�WLPH�&KDUOHV�ΖΖ�DQG�-DPHV�ΖΖ�KDG�GLHG��
WKHUH�ZDV�ZLGHVSUHDG�XQUHVW�LQ�%ULWDLQ��:LOOLDP�
DQG�0DU\��WKH�QHZ�UR\DOV��ZHUH�QRW�LQWHUHVWHG�
LQ�WKHDWHU��DQG�VRRQ�WKHUH�ZHUH�PXOWLSOH�
SLHFHV�RI�OHJLVODWLRQ�WKDW�LPSHGHG�SOD\ZULJKWVȇ�
IUHHGRP�WR�ZULWH�ZLWKRXW�EDFNODVK��3OD\ZULJKWV�
FRXOG�EH�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�ȊR΍HQGLQJ�SXEOLF�
GHFHQF\�ȋ�DQG�VRRQ�WKH�/RUG�&KDPEHUODLQ�KDG�
WKH�ULJKW�WR�FHQVRU�SOD\V�EHIRUH�WKH\�ZHUH�
SHUIRUPHG�IRU�WKH�SXEOLF��5HOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV�
EHJDQ�WR�FRQGHPQ�5HVWRUDWLRQ�FRPHG\�
RXWULJKW��DQG�WKH�SXEOLF
V�RSLQLRQ�DERXW�WKH�
SOD\V�EHJDQ�WR�VKLIW��3HRSOH�ZHUH�QR�ORQJHU�
LQWHUHVWHG�RU�LPSUHVVHG�E\�5HVWRUDWLRQ�
FRPHG\��:KHQ�:LOOLDP�&RQJUHYHȇV�SOD\�The 
Way of the World�SUHPLHUHG��LW�ZDV�JUHHWHG�ZLWK�
LQGL΍HUHQFH�DQG�HYHQ�KRVWLOLW\��DQG��DOWKRXJK�
WKH�SOD\�LV�QRZ�VHHQ�DV�D�PDVWHUSLHFH�RI�
5HVWRUDWLRQ�FRPHG\��LW�ZDV�RXW�RI�VWHS�ZLWK�WKH�
QHZ�DJH�DQG�WKH�QHZ�UR\DO�IDPLO\��

:KLOH�5HVWRUDWLRQ�FRPHGLHV�ZHUH�RQO\�ZULWWHQ�
DQG�SURGXFHG�IRU�D�IHZ�GHFDGHV��D�WUHPHQGRXV�
DPRXQW�RI�SOD\V�FDPH�IURP�WKLV�WLPH�SHULRG��
3HUKDSV�PRUH�LPSUHVVLYHO\��RYHU�����\HDUV�
ODWHU��ZH�DUH�VWLOO�VWXG\LQJ�WKHVH�SOD\ZULJKWV�
DQG�WKHLU�ZRUNV��$SKUD�%HKQ�LV�VWLOO�OHJHQGDU\�
IRU�EHLQJ�WKH�ȴUVW�IHPDOH�SOD\ZULJKW�WR�HDUQ�
KHU�OLYLQJ�WKURXJK�KHU�ZULWLQJ��DQG�KHU�SOD\�
The Rover�LV�VWLOO�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�SURGXFHG�
5HVWRUDWLRQ�FRPHGLHV�WRGD\��

The rOver. the royAl shAkespeAre compAny, 2016. photo by ellie kUrttz.


